An approach to congenital malformations of the head and neck.
It is easy to be overwhelmed when faced with the hundreds of cataloged anomalies of the head and neck region. For any individual defect there may be variation in phenotype, associated anomalies, and cause. To help organize these various disorders, dysmorphologists have grouped them into "syndromes", "sequences" and "associations" based on our level of understanding of their etiologies. Recently, completion of the human genome project has added a new level of complexity to the study of human malformations by providing a flood of new information about the genetic origins of established syndromes. The article describes the dysmorphologist's approach to the child with one or more anomalies and provides a glimpse into the future of human genetics.